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Reid Moran began botanizing the world when he was very young 
and had a back-yard Dudleya collection when no more than ten years 
old. He did his undergraduate work at Stanford and then went on 
to Cornell to work on Dudleya with Jens Clausen. This was in the 
early 40s, when some war or another broke out, and Reid joined 
two of his cohorts as enlistees in the airforce. They ended up in the 
15th Airforce flying raids over Jugoslavia. In a stroke of luck, neither 
good nor bad, Reid got zapped in mission no. 1 and was found by 
some of Tito’s partisans tangled in the top of a tree he was trying to 
identify. After a lengthy walk he made his way back to safety in 
Italy and finally flew back to the USA. It should be noted, though, 
that the return flight was mysteriously routed through a number of 
North African bases, at each of which Reid managed to nab a few 
specimens. When discovered back at Cornell, he was in the herbarium 
pressing some of his acquisitions—in full uniform. His well-known, 
unique sense of humor has affected many of his colleagues, and the 
noteworthy collection section of this journal has never fully recovered 
from his famous “I found it there then” contribution. 


He finished his PhD at Berkeley with Lincoln Constance and after 
a brief time as a UC extension instructor, moved to the San Diego 
Museum of Natural History. 


Reid is certainly one of the finest field botanists in the West (sensu 
lato), and his knowledge of the northwest Baja California flora and 
that of the islands is unparalleled. We take great pleasure in dedi- 
cating volume 30 to him. 
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